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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-2 are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informality: the claim contains the 
language "determining whether the event owner is interest in trading." This tense of 
"interest" does not match the rest of the sentence. The phrase should be either 
"determining whether the event owner is interested in trading" or "determining whether 
the event owner has interest in trading." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The claim contains the language "if the event owner is 
determined to be interested in trading the at least one sponsorship opportunity, 
performing..." The claim does indicate what happens if the event owner is not 
interested in trading a sponsorship opportunity. The claim should describe whether the 
method stops at that point, or continues. Without such limiting language, the claim is 
indefinite. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

6. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Del Soto (US #6,985,882). 

As per claim 1, Del Soto discloses a method for carrying out a sponsorship 
exchange comprising: 

recording a request of at least one asset or service submitted by an event owner 
in connection with an event (col. 5, lines 34-35; discloses a method for displaying a 
Program Listing for television shows that require funding assets, where the television 
show producers are construed as event owners and the request for funding is construed 
as a request for at least one funding asset in connection with the event); 

determining whether the event owner is interested in trading at least on 
sponsorship opportunity to at least partially defray a cost associated with the request 
(col. 5, lines, 35-37; discloses a method where an event owner indicates interest in 
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trading advertising air time [construed as a sponsorship opportunity] for funding to 
defray associated production costs); 

presenting to the event owner a sponsorship offer (col. 5, lines 43-45; discloses a 
"Buyer Bid" system where the sponsor presents to the television producer [construed as 
the event owner] a bid for advertising airtime [construed as a sponsorship opportunity]); 
and, 

facilitating an agreement as to the sponsorship offer (col. 4, lines 59-61 and col. 
7, line 39; discloses a method incorporating an "account executive" who is "in charge of 
actually attending to client accounts, such as tending to contracts between buyer and 
seller; further discloses the steps whereby the buyer/sponsor submits the bid for airtime 
to the event owner). 

As per claim 2, Del Soto discloses a method for carrying out a sponsorship 
auction comprising: 

defining a plurality of sponsorship opportunities associated with at least one of an 
event, an entity, and an even owner (col. 5, lines 34-35; discloses a method for 
displaying a Program Listing for television shows that require funding assets, where the 
television show are construed as event and the television show producers are 
construed as event owners); 

taking at least one bid associated with at least one of the sponsorship 
opportunities (col. 5, lines 43-45; discloses a "Buyer Bid" system where the sponsor 
presents a bid for advertising airtime [construed as a sponsorship opportunity]); 
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recognizing the at least one bid as a winning bid based on a comparison of the 
bid to predetermined criteria associated with the corresponding sponsorship opportunity 
and to one or more competing bids (col. 9, lines 6-8; discloses a method whereby a 
user may view bid information to determine which bid or bids will be accepted); and, 

transmitting the winning bid to at least one of the entity and the event owner (col. 
9, lines 9-10 and col. 7, lines 39-41 ; discloses a method where the seller may "accept 
the bid and return it to the buyer" and where the accepted winning bids are detailed on 
the television producer's [construed as the event owner] display screen). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Laster (US 2001/0029478) discloses a method and system for supporting online 
auctions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ABRAHAM J. GRANDERSON whose telephone number 
is (571)270-5098. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Thursday, 7:30 to 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on 571-270-3033. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AJG 



/Lynda Jasmin/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4127 



